148                    LI HUNG-CHANG

M. Tricon advised his Government at this juncture
to act vigorously, by blockading the coast of Annam
and by sending reinforcements to Tongking. On the
other hand, the Marquis Tseng in Paris, acting in
close touch with the war party at Peking, had done
his utmost from the outset to discredit Li?s con-
ciliatory policy; he now informed the Yamen that
neither the French Parliament nor Press desired to
embark on a serious campaign in the Far East. Li,
seriously embarrassed by the abuse of hireling
scribes in the Censorate, fiercely accused of treachery
and cowardice, had requested the Yamen before he
left Tientsin for the south to allow the negotiations to
be entrusted exclusively to Tseng. But in July, as
the French preparations for war continued, Tseng
became frightened at the seriousness of the situation,
and, the Yamen reacting to his fears, Li was speedily
recalled to Chihli. M. Tricou met him again at
Tientsin in September, and, in the course of amicable
negotiations then resumed, Li (vindictive for once)
urged him to complain to the Yamen of the provo-
cative attitude of Marquis Tseng. In October,
France having blockaded the Annamese coast and
sent reinforcements to Tongking, Li washed his
hands of the whole business, openly denounced Tseng's
attitude, and requested the Yamen to relieve him
of all further part in the negotiations. He told
M, Tricou quite frankly that " the Yamen was living
in a world of dangerous illusions." This did not
prevent him at the same time from endeavouring to
induce the United States and other Powers to inter-
vene for China's benefit. Real inactivity was never
possible for him, but at this stage of the question his
just indignation made him as anxious to stultify the